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DORIC -    

 Simplest of the 3 orders 

 Plain CAPITAL, consisting of an 

abacus & echinus 

 Simple column with parrallel concave 

FLUTES 

 The PARTHENON uses Doric Columns 

 

 

IONIC –  

 Capital is more decorated 

than with Doric Order.  Main 

feature are the VOLUTES. 

 Column sits on a base 

(unlike Doric Order) 

 Temple of Artemis at 

Ephesus uses the Ionic 

Order. 

CORINTHIAN –  

 Invented by the 

architect Callimachus 

 Capital is marked by 

stylized ACANTHUS  

leaves 

 Slender columns  

OTHER ORDERS –  

 COMPOSITE: Volutes of Ionic combined 

with the Acanthus of the Corinthian 

 TUSCAN:  Stocky ultra-simplified Roman 

version of the Doric Order.   

 CARYATID:  sculpted female figure serving 

as a column. 

COLUMNAR 
ORDERS 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Column

